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BY  DAN  HAND 


Stress  is  an  element  in  whatever  one 
does  and  wherever  one  is  located,  be  it  on 
the  outside  or  in  prison.  It  is  intensified 
in  prison  due  to  the  fact  that  the  person  is 
locked  up,  and  being  locked  up  limits  the 
means  by  which  a  man  can  relieve  the  pressure 
of  stress. 

On  the  outside  the  business  man  or 
factory  worker  who  has  had  a  hard  eight-hour 
work  day  can  go  home,  light  up  a  joint,  kick 
back  and  relax;  the  woman  who  is  experiencing 
the  'housewife  syndrome'  and  feels  that  her 
world  is  either  crumbling  or  closing  in  on 
her,  can  go  to  her  doctor  and  secure  a  per- 
scription  for  a  basket-full  of  Valium.  Still 
another  antidote  to  stress  is  for  the  man  and 
the  woman  to  retire  to  the  corner  bar  and  get 
stoned  on  Jack  Daniels. 

Unfortunnately  none  of  these  three 
options  are  open  to  men  in  prison.  Smoking  a 
joint  in  the  joint  is  frowned  upon  and  a  shot 
of  booze  is  definitely  a  no-no;  the  infirmary 
staff  is  not  about  to  start  handing  out  sack- 
fulls  of  downers  to  one  and  all.  The  inmate 
is  pretty  much  left  to  his  own,  built-in,  re- 
sourses  -  resources  that  the  man  possessed 
before  he  became  an  inmate.  If  he  (or  she) 
had  a  low  boiling  point  when  he  was  on  the 
outside,  an  offbeat  remark  by  a  fellow  inmate 
or  harassment  by  a  guard  will  probably  send 
the  poor  fellow  into  orbit.  On  the  other  hand, 


if  the  man  had  a  fair  amount  of  control  while 
in  civilian  life,  he  will  probably  be  able  to 
resolve  any  problems  that  come  up  while  in- 
carerated. 

The  number  of  inmates  going  into  Pro- 
tective Custody  is  on  the  increase  in  most 
all  prisons  in  the  United  States.  They  seem 
to  be  of  the  younger  generation  who  have  not 
had  the  experiencing  of  stressful  situations 
on  the  outside;  thus  when  they  are  confronted 
with  a  hassle  or  pile  upa  gambling  debt  in 
prison,  rather  than  confront  the  issue  head- 
on  and  get  it  resolved,  they  turn  themselves 
into  PC. 

So,  what  to  do  when  the  stress  factor 
becomes  unbearable?  No  easy  answers  and  no 
two  people  will  probably  have  the  same.  In  my 
own  case  I  usually  pick  up  a  book  to  read  or 
watch  some  TV.  Others  might  vent  their  feel- 
ings on  a  good  friend  -  getting  it  out  on  the 
table  seems  to  help.  A  phone  call  to  the  girl 
friend  might  help,  and  then  again,  it  could 
make  it  worse! 

An  article  in  the  Dec.  6,  1985  issue  of  The 
Mirror  quoted  the  Stillwater  (Minn.)  prison 
Psychology  Services  Supervisor,  Dr.  John 
Eoyang  as  saying:  "Stress  is  the  unspecific 
syndrome  or  a  group  of  reactions  that  comes 
about  when  a  man  views  his  environment  as 
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A  DIFFERENT  VIEW  OF  "CRIME" 
LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

BY  DON  NICHOLS 

The  faster  the  system  falls  apart  out 
there,  the  more  the  "criminals"  are  blamed. 
There's  a  proliferation  of  articles  and  news 
items  reflecting  that  attitude.  It's  not 
likely  the  system  will  ever  blame  the  real 
criminals  for  the  problems,  the  politicians 
and  others  who  routinely  cause  grief  and 
even  death  (lots  of  it)  by  manipulation  of 
the  economy  and  other  legal  maneuvers,  and  in 
passing  unnatural  laws  which  cause  all  the 
unbearable  social  pressures  to  begin  with.  Do- 
gooders  are  vicious  in  safe,  legal  ways. 
People  should  not  be  selfish  with  each  other 
and  it  seems  the  main  crime  is  that  they  have 
been  led  to  believe,  by  the  system,  that 
they're  all  rats  in  a  race,  and  all  enemies 
of  each  other  instead  of  brothers.  It  seems 
the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  rise  above  the 
teachings  of  the  system  itself. 

The  main  people  do-gooders  want  turned 
loose  from  prison  are  the  ones  who  lick  their 
boots,  or  at  least  pretend  to,  as  they,  them- 
selves, had  to  lick  their  parents'  boots  while 
growing  up. 

No  matter  how  bad  sanctimonious  do-good- 
ers make  the  prisons,  they  can  never  be  as 
bad  as  the  prisons  of  the  mind,  the  cowerdice 
and  neurosis  all  do-gooders  will  have  to  live 
in  all  of  their  lives.  And  no  matter  how  many 
people  are  put  in  prison,  whether  it's  from 
taking  a  deep  breath,  to  more  serious  crimes, 
all  the  people  they  would  want  in  prison  will 
never  be  put  there,  because  that  would  be 
everyone  that's  not  as  miserable  as  they  are. 
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NUMBER  WITHOUT  A  NAME 
BY  DONN  NO  RUNNER 

A  rude  awakening  to  the  harsh  glare  of 
florescent  lights,  with  the  grating  of  metal 
on  metal  from  electric  operated  doors  still 
reverberating  in  the  deep  recesses  of  your 
mind  and  the  bellow  of  the  morning  shift 
guard  calling  "Mainline!"  -  you  reach  into 
the  tan  locker  and  remove  your  hygiene  items; 
walking  up  to  the  porcelain  sink,  you  look  • 
into  the  stainless  steel  mirror  and  see  the 
same  weather  beaten  face,  one  you  have  seen 
for  eons  of  time;  cold  marble  eyes  stare  back 
at  you,  no  smile  -  just  a  tight-lipped  smirk; 
except  for  a  couple  of  more  hard  life  lines, 
it's  still  the  same  stoic  face  that  was  once, 
ten  years  younger. 

After  chow  of  mush,  soggy  toast  and  cold 
coffee  that  tastes  like  muddy  water,  you  re- 
turn to  your  eight-by-twelve  foot  cell,  with 
it's  drab  green  walls  and  gray  floor  to  wait 
for  the  omnipresent  whistle  that  announces 
the  start  of  another  bleak  day  at  the  grind- 
stone; you  know  this  is  your  last  day  at 
society's  zoo,  so  perhaps  with  a  little 
enthusiasm  and  a  smile,  the  slow  dragging  day 
won't  be  so  bad. 

Thinking  back  to  when  you  first  came  in, 
you  were  a  name,  even  though  maybe  synonymous 
with  Dillinger;  but  when  those  steel  doors 
closed  and  you  were  introduced  to  the  concrete 
jungle,  then  you  became  a  number  without  a 
name  -  one  amongst  a  thousand  other  numbers; 
welcome  to  the  sutomation  of  the  robot  world, 
where  your  very  existence  is  monitored  24- 
hours  a  day;  for  each  day  you  spend  in  here 
you  receive  a  bunk  and  three  squares  -  a  small 
sum  for  3,652  days  of  your  life.  Remember, 
they  may  take  your  freedom,  but  they  can't 
take  your  soul  or  your  dreams;  and  once  you 
are  gone  from  this  world  of  unreality,  you'll 
still  be  locked  in  the  prison  of  your  mind. 
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BY  KEVIN  MURPHY 

MISCONCEPTIONS  OF  JUSTICE 

INTRODUCTION:  This  issues'  law  column 
concerns  an  issue  which  has  never  been 
addressed  by  anyone  who  is  a  victim  of  mis- 
conception of  the  criminal  justice  system, 
and  the  prejudice  which  we  all  as  convicted 
prisoners  must  live  with.  I  do  not  adk  people 
to  have  empathy,  sympathy,  or  apathy  for  any 
of  us.  Only  that  they  know  the  truth  and  that 
they  recognize  deception.  That  is  what  this 
article  is  for. 

One  must  ask  theirself,  are  there  mis- 
conceptions about  the  Criminal  Justice  System, 
and  if  so  what  impact  do  they  have? 

It  is  apparent  that  in  this  country 
there  has  been  a  very  conservative  trend  in 
the  criminal  justice  system  is  eroding  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  and  I  feel  that  people  are 
being  misled  by  misconceptions  of  the  system. 
What  is  being  misconcieved?  Well  one  must 
concede  the  fact  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
citizens  in  this  country  are  naive  to  the 
internal  function  of  the  criminal  justice 
System.  Most  people  believe  that  the  system 
is  too  easy  on  criminals  and  that  it  is  far 
too  technical.  At  least  that  is  what  public 
opinion  tells  us.  This  idea  is  the  result  of 
political  and  social  propaganda.  If  one  looks 
at  the  system  for  what  it  really  is  the  truth 
is  that  the  system  is  not  a  technical  piece 
of  machinary  that  lets  criminals  off  at  the 
whim  of some  defense  lawyer.  A  good  example  is 
the  recent  overhaul  of  such  constitutional 
protections  such  as  the  "Exclusionary  Rule". 
The  "Exclusionary  Rule"  was  implemented  to 
protect  the  citizens  in  this  country  from 
police  misconduct.  It  is  now  being  replaced 
with  a  rule  that  their  is  exceptions  to  it  if 
the  police  misconduct  was  done  in  "good  faith", 
It  all  comes  down  to  discretion  and  the  more 


we  create  the  more  arbitrary  the  system  be- 
comes. The  "Exclusionary  Rule"  is  an  example 
that  people  are  being  manipulated  to  be 
against  something  that  is  for  their  own  good 
through  the  progaganda  in  which  I  speak. 

The  scales  of  justice  have  tipped  to  the 
side  of  the  government  because  the  press  and 
the  government  have  created  the  misconceptions 
of  justice  by  manipulating  people  to  believe 
the  system  of  justice  works  aginst  them.  Many 
judges  now  decide  cases  on  a  moral  standpoint 
rather  than  a  Constitutional  one.  We  are  then 
caught  up  in  the  delemraa  of  "The  Will  of  the 
of  the  People  vs  The  U.S.  Constitution". 

I  don't  believe  the  press  which  is  the 
mirror  of  public  opinion  have  manipulated  the 
people  of  this  country  consciously.  I  say 
this  because  the  press  have  the  1st  amendment 
to  protect  and  that  is  where  the  Bill  of 
Rights  begins.  What  has  happened  is  that  the 
press  (TV  &  Newspaper)  have  a  avid  competition 
with  one  another  and  they  must  sensational- 
ize the  news  with  stories  that  catch  the 
readers  attention,  i.e.  crime. 

One  must  note  that  reporters  are  also 
naive  to  the  internal  function  of  the  criminal 
justice  system.  They  report  what  will  sell 
and  if  it  isn't  the  truth  well  then  thats  not 
their  fault.  There  job  is  reporting,  not 
giving  a  true  picture  to  the  public. 

One  major  misconception  is  that  people 
believe  that  criminals  are  let  off  cuz  of 
trivial  mistakes  in  their  trials.  A  majority 
of  convictions  that  are  reversed  are  remanded 
back  to  court  for  another  trial,  or  the  case 
is  plea-bargained  off.  The  person  is  seldom 
just  let  go.  When  the  news  reports  that  a 
convict  is  eligible  ofr  parole  it  doesn't 
mean  that  convict  is  automatically  going  to 
be  released.  The  misconceptions  go  on  and  on. 
The  truth  is  that  in  a  recent  study  it  show- 
ed one  in  every  thirty-five  citizens  in  this 
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BY  OTIS  THRASHER 

Despite  the  poor  spelling  in  the  above 
headline,  it  does  sum  up  what  this  article  is 
all  about;  maily  the  so-called  three  R's  - 
Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic,  and  how  they 
are  taught  at  the  Montana  state  Prison.  In 
the  previous  issue  of  the  Express  we  dis- 
cussed the  educational  possibilities  on  the 
college  level  at  the  prison.  We  will  now  take 
a  quick  look  at  basic  education,  a  major 
concern  to  the  majority  of  us.  Where  there 
are  nine  enrolled  in  the  college  courses, 
according  to  the  December  count  sheet  there 
were  approximately  150  inmates  registered  in 
the  Competency  Based  Education  program  de- 
signed to  address  individual  student  basic 
academic  skill  development. 

In  a  recent  speech  to  a  local  Rotary 
club,  John  Jaksha,  director  of  education  at 
MSP,  stated  that,  "all  inmates  are  given  the 
Stanfor  Achievement  Test  (SAT)  upon  entering 
the  institution  and  the  results  of  the  last 
population  education  achievement  review 
indicated  that  406  inmates  function  below  the 
8th  grade  level;  indeed  102  inmates  tested 
between  3rd  and  6th  grade  level."  It  can 
readily  be  seen  that  to  place  all  of  these 
folks  into  a  high  school  English  or  science 
class,  for  example,  would  not  only  be  unfair 
bu  illogical.  For  too  long,  middle  school 
education  in  the  United  States  was  sone  in 
age  groups  without  considering  individual 
skill  or  apptitudes. 

The  new  educational  program  at  MSP  seems 
to  be  on  the  right  track  if  criteria  pre- 
sented in  a  recent  American  Legion  magazine 
entitled  "Money  Is  Not  The  Answer"  may  be 
used  as  a  guide.  We  quote  in  part:  "No  other 
country  in  the  world  has  tried  to  educate  all 
children  up  to  age  18  in  the  same  schools  and 
in  the  same  classrooms.  In  most  European 
countries,  including  the  Soviet  Union,  a 
child  attends  elementary  schools  for  four  or 
five  years  and  then  moves  into  one  of  several 
types  of  secondary  schools,  depending  on  his 
or  her  individual  capacity  and  aspirations. — 
We  need  not  one  common  curriculum,  but  an 


institutionalized  system  of  curricula  that 
fit  children  of  verying  intellectual  capaci- 
ties." 

There  is  an  old  saying:  ":earn  to  walk 
before  you  try  to  run".  Another  version  of 
this  would  be:  "Get  the  fundementals  down  pat 
first."  Much  of  the  success  of  the  Green  Bay 
Packers  under  Vince  Lombardi  and  the  cagers 
of  the  UCLA  Bruins  under  John  Wooden  was  due 
to  the  emphasis  that  these  coaches  put  on  the 
fundementals.  Lombardi  put  his  charges  throug 
hours  of  blocking  and  tackling  before  they  • 
ever  considered  such  things  as  pass-option 
plays.  Wooden  had  his  players  spend  an  entire 
month  in  dribbling,  passing  and  simple  lay- 
up  shots  before  going  into  intricate  post- 
pattern  combinations.  The  basics:  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic  form  as  good  a  founda- 
tion as  any  for  a  person  to  live  by  in  today' 
civilian  jungle.  This  should  be  supplemented 
by  "how-to"  basics  that  confront  all  of  us; 
how  to  fill  out  an  income  tax  form  or  write  a 
job  application  or  resume  example. 

At  MSP  students  who  do  not  possess  eitheii 
a  high  school  diploma  or  a  GED  certificate 
register  for  class  section  activities  re- 
spective of  curent  demonstrated  academic 
achievement  as  defined  by  the  Stanford  Achieve 
ment  as  defined  by  the  Stanford  Achievement 
advanced  test  battery.  The  sections  are:  100 
S.A.T.  level  3-5  (Remedial);  200  S.A.T. 
level  6-8  (APL?Pre-GED);  300  S.A.T.  level 
9-12  (GED).  Class  enrollments,  within  re- 
spective sections,  are  offfered  based  on 
demonstrated  need  as  verified  by  student 
mastery  of  respective  section  competency 
measures.  The  Cottonwood  (nomenclature  for 
the  MSP  school  system)  Union  School  Cur- 
riculum Guide  defines  achievement  expectations^ 
and  test  instruments  utilized. 

The  guide  includes  23  pages  thus  cannot 
be  covered  within  this  writing,  however,  we 
provide  a  brief  objective  sampling  of  contents) 
Please  remember  these  are  just  a  few  samples 
of  the  skill  involved. 

REMEDIAL:  Reading  (interpret  signs  and 
labels,  use  a  dictionary,  read  consumer  in- 
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THE  STRESS  FACTOR 

being  dangerous  or  harmful  or  potentially 
dangerous.  Stress  is  different  in  prison  than 
it  is  in  the  community  because  of  the  added 
dimension  of  confinement.  There  are  three 
approaches  to  accepting  incarceration  and  try- 
ing to  work  things  out.  One  is  philosophical, 
one  is  educational  and  the  other  is  thera- 
putic." 

"On  the  philosophical,  as  a  man  begins 
(to  accept  reality  as  it  is,  rather  than  fight 
it,  generally  stress  goes  down  on  acceptance. 
On  the  educational  level,  there  are  things  a 
nan  can  do.  He  can  read  up  on  the  aspects  of 
stress,  for  instance.  On  the  theraputic,  if  a 
nan's  stress  contributes  to  other  disorders, 
then  he  can  be  referred  for  counseling  or 
therapy.  In  cases  of  extreme  disorders,  the 
inmate  can  be  referred  to  the  psychiatrist 
,for  diagnostic  or  prescriptive  treatment." 

"A  man,  to  a  great  extent,  can  control 
.lis  own  destiny  even  when  he  perceives  other 
>eople  are  controlling  him.  To  use  prison  as 
i  device  for  losing  control  seems  not  very 
profitable.  A  man  has  got  to  learn  the  maxi- 
ium  self  control  he  can  apply,  regardless  of 
:ircumstances.  If  a  man  doesn't  understand 

hat,  he  will  get  in  trouble,  regardless  of 

he  circumstances." 

The  medical  profession  now  realizes  that 
.bnormal  situations  in  a  strange  environment 
)an  result  in  stress.  With  the  Vietnam  Vets. 
it  is  called  Post-Traumatic  Stress  Disorders. 
is  published  in  a  booklet  by  the  Disabled 
Jmerican  Veterans,  symptons  of  this  disorder 
jssociated  with  the  Vietnma  conflict  are  list- 
Id  as  Depression,  Isolation,  Rage,  Alienation- 
ivoidance  of  Feelings,  Anxiety  Reaction,  Sleep 

isturbance,  and  Itrusive  Thoughts.  Prison 
,an  be  well  compared  with  the  battle  zone 

inus  the  shelling  and  fire  fights.  There 

hould  be  some  remedy  and  treatment  for  both. 
This  is  a  real  problem  in  prisons  today. 

d  easy  answers  will  be  bound  but  an  attempt 

iiould  be  made. 


READING,  RITING  AND  RITHMETIC 
Drmation);  Writing  (write  simple  sentences 
id  paragraphs,  write  simple  resume  and 
'srsonal  information  sheet);  Math  (add,  sub- 
act,  multiply,  divide  whole  numbers, 
"actions,  and  decimals);  objective  is  80% 
>mpetency . 

APL:  Community  Resources  (Identify  how 
>  buy  and  maintain  a  car,  describe  principles 

good  money  management,  name  places  to  call 
ir  health  services);  Occupational  Knowledge 
omplete  a  job  application  form,  participate 
i  a  job  interview,  develop  a  career  plan); 


Consumer  Economics  (Complete  income  tax  forms, 
understand  credit  and  how  to  use  it,  describe 
a  contract);  Health  (identify  different  drugs 
describe  first  aid  steps,  identify  ways  of 
effectively  relating  to  others);  Government 
and  Law  (identify  local,  state  and  federal 
officials,  describe  how  to  vote,  identify 
basic  legal  rights  and  selected  legal  docu- 
ments). 

Pre-GED:  Reading  (main  idea,  inference, 
poetry,  drama);  Writing  (grammer  and  usage, 
problems  of  sentence  structure,  use  of 
figures  of  speech,  logic  and  organization, 
finding  the  modifier);  Math:  (powers  and 
roots,  ratio  and  proportion,  quadratic 
equations,  volume);  Science:  biology,  earth 
science,  chemistry,  physics);  Social  Studies: 
(economics,  geography,  political  science, 
history,  behavioral  science).  Objective  is 
80-percent  competency. 

Besides  Jaksha,  the  educational  staff 
at  MSP  includes  Bill  Wendland,  assistant 
director;  Bill  Houchin,  special  education; 
Betty  Stroobants,  remedial  reading  - 
language  arts;  Victor  Sample,  elementary 
education;  Bob  Wallace,  language  arts; 
Chester  Monson,  social  studies;  Kay  Simons, 
science  -  mathematics. 

As  we  said  before,  MSP  seems  to  be 
turning  its  education  program  in  the  right 
direction.  Maybe  it  isn't  perfect  -  but  what 
it?  Someone  will  always  find  fault.  But  it's 
the  best  they  can  do  on  the  $300,000  annual 
budget.  We  are  not  advocating  intellectual 
snobbery  not  are  we  in  favor  of  so-called 
educated  fools;  by  the  same  token  we  think 
the  inmate  who  leaves  prison  should  have  the 
same  tools  to  survive  in  the  outside  world 
as  the  next  man;  how  can  he  fill  out  a  job 
application  if  he  can't  read  the  damn  thing? 

In  an  article  entitled  "Getting  Out  and 
Staying  Out"  by  inmate  Tony  Hamill  of  the 
Wyoming  State  Prison,  the  writer  said:  "The 
future  is  yours  but  you  must  prepare  for 
it  today.  No  matter  what  the  facilities, 
extensive  or  scanty,  don't  overlook  what  is 
in  place.  You  will  be  doing  the  'number' 
anyway  even  if  you  do  nothing.  Work  the  time 
to  your  advantage  and  don't  let  it  defeat 
you.  Use  each  day  and  prepare  now  for  your 
release;  it  may  make  all  the  difference  in 
the  world.  Don't  wait  until  you're  out  and 
then  regret  not  using  the  time  wisely." 
CAn  article  on  the  Vo-Techlndustries  program 
at  MSP  will  appear  in  the  next  issue) 
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BY  LEN  STANG 

Every  year  or  two  schoolboards  around 
the  country  ask  John  Q.  Public,  the  tax- 
paying  citizen  for  money.  Through  the  media 
the  school  system  explains  what  the  money 
will  be  used  for:  so  much  for  elementary 
education,  so  much  for  high  school,  a  new 
roof  on  the  gym,  or  perhaps  new  instruments 
for  the  band.  Then  an  election  is  held  and 
the  tax-payer  votes  'yes'  or  'no'.  If  the 
issue  is  rejected,  the  board  pares  down  the 
request  and  a  new  vote  taken.  Many  times  'yes' 
but  sometimes  'no'.  In  any  case  John  Q  has 
had  his  or  her  say;  John  and  his  wife  know 
almost  to  the  penny  where  their  hard  earned 
dollar  is  going. 

With  the  prison  program  this  isn't 
exactly  the  way  it  works.  Wlected  represent- 
atives at  the  state  house  decide  how  much 
money  is  going  into  what  program.  What  the 
taxpayer  reads  in  the  media  is  that  so  many 
millions  have  been  appropriated  for  highways, 
so  many  millions  for  social  programs,  a  few 
million  for  government  agencies  and  a  few 
million  for  the  prison  system.  There  is  harly 
ever,  if  ever,  a  breakdown  -  what  exactly,  is 
the  money  being  spent  for.  And  when  the  over- 
crowding at  the  state  prison  is  mentioned  the 
only  conclusion  the  taxpayer  can  draw  is  that 
the  situation  "is  a  mess"  and  more  money  is 
needed. 

According  to  statistics  released  by  the 
Bureau  of  Justice,  April  20  of  1985,  the 
prison  population  is  the  United  States  during 
1984  grew  by  6.1  percent  over  1983,  and  the 
number  of  federal  and  state  inmates  has  jumped 
by  40.6  percent  since  1980.  The  nation's 
prisons  held  nearly  464,000  people  at  the  end 
of  1984. 

Translated  into  hard  cash  from  the  tax- 
payers, the  data  reported  in  the  Directory  of 
the  American  Correctional  Association  shows 
that  capital  expenditures  by  states  in  fiscal 
1984  rose  by  nearly  $1.2  billion  to  an  all- 
time  high  of  nearly  $7.2  billion. 

Steven  R.  Schlesinger,  bureau  director, 
said  that  at  year-end  1984  the  states  were 
operating  at  about  110  percent  of  their 
prison  capacity.  "More  than  11,000  prisoners 
were  backed  up  in  local  jails  and  14  states 
reported  that  they  had  given  early  release  to 
a  combined  total  of  17,000  inmates  because  of 
overcrowding." 

On  the  same  date  as  the  Bureau  of  Justice 
report,  Henry  Risley,  Warden  of  Montana  State 


Prison,  stated  that  the  MSP  inmate  count  was 
about  850  and  that  when  a  prison  expansion 
project  is  completed  in  1986,  MSP  still  will 
have  a  capacity  of  only  740.  (The  on-site 
count  of  inmates  at  the  prison  in  Deer  Lodge 
when  this  story  was  written  stood  at  918) 
There  is  no  easy  answer  to  prison  overcrowd- 
ing, but  there  are  some  possibilities  that 
should  be  discussed,  explored  and  activated. 

During  the  'Focus'  television  program 
of  Dec.  1,  1985,  host  Pat  Kearney  had  Jack 
Lynch,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Montana 
Parole  Board,  and  Mike  Thatcher,  program  dir- 
ector of  the  Butte  Pre-Release  Center,  as  his 
guests.  Of  special  note  were  the  comments  of 
both  Lynch  and  Thatcher  regarding  more  pre- 
release centers  (half-way  houses  already 
exist  in  Butte,  Missoula,  Billings  and  Great 
Falls)  which  might  be  established  in  smaller 
towns.  Both  men  were  in  agreement  that  it  was 
a  good  idea  but  three  areas  were  in  question; 
1,  the  prospects  for  inmates  obtaining  full- 
time  or  part-time  employment  would  be  very 
small;  2,  the  facilities  for  out-patient 
counseling  would  be  practically  nil;  3,  there 
might  be  deep-rooted  opposition  from  the  conm 
unity. 

As  to  alternatives  to  prison,  both  Lynct 
and  Thatcher  also  agreed  that  new  solutions 
should  be  found  in  many  sentencing  cases  sucfj 
as  restitution  and/or  community  service.  Als<i! 
additional  funding  should  be  scheduled  for 
the  expansion  of  programs  already  underway, 
such  as  pre-release  centers  and  supervised  r« 
lease.  Lynch  pointed  out  that  with  funding  ol 
new  programs  and  increasing  the  ones  already 
in  place,  the  tax-payer  would  be  the  ultimatf 
beneficiary,  and  in  the  case  of  restitution-; 
sentences,  the  victims  themselves. 

Lynch  and  Thatcher  stressed  a  cardinal 
point.  Any  changes  in  the  present  sentencing 
structure  regarding  punishment  or  rehabilita- 
tion must  be  contemplated  and  then  enacted  b; 
the  Montana  state  legislature;  the  funding 
process  starts  in  Helena. 

To  be  perfectly  fair,  other  states  are 
in  the  prison  over-population  and  prison  con-j 
struction  bind.  According  to  one  estimate 
California  will  spend  $550  million  in  the  nef 
fiscal  year  to  build  badly  needed  county  jaijj 
and  prisons.  New  York  will  spend  $110  millioj. 
on  two  maximum-security  facilities,  and  Mich,. 
is  spending  $20  million  more  than  last  year 
to  build  new  prisons  and  convert  older  build;J 
ings  to  house  their  overflow  of  some  17,000. 
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As  written  in  the  Menard  (Illinois)  Time: 
"Taxpayers  ought  to  cringe  at  the  economics 
of  this  mulit-billion-dollar-year  waste. 
Neverthe  less,  we  respond  to  the  failure  of 
the  prison  system  with  more  of  the  same  - 
espensive  prisons,  longer  sentences,  less 
orobation  and  community  alternatives.  Victim 
compensation  is  a  major  alternative  to  im- 
prisonment. Over  80  percent  of  crimes  relate 
to  property,  and  sending  a  thief  to  prison 
does  little  to  redress  the  victim  who  only 
Wants  his/her  property  back.  Physical  revenge 
achieves  nothing  and  leaves  a  poorer  victim 
further  out  of  the  justice  system.  Prisons 
should  be  reserved  for  the  necessary  but  un- 
usual cases,  violent  offenders  and  inveterate 
repeaters." 

TV  Channel  19  of  Peoria,  111.  through  a 
spokesman  said:  "  We  agree  that  it's  past  time 
to  find  some  alternatives  to  the  high  cost  of 
nigh  security  prisons". 

Texas  state  Representative  Ray  Keller, 
chairman  Texas  Law  Enforcement  Committee 
'stated  recently:  "I  can  see  the  merit  of  good 
jtime  as  a  management  tool,  but  translating 
that  to  the  public  is  the  problem.  The  public 
out  there  has  no  conception  of  what  prison  is 
all  about.  It's  a  different  world.  They  are 
rnyopic  in  their  attitude  and  I  don't  blame 
them.  We  must  bring  to  the  public's  attention 
vhat  it  costs  in  terms  of  dollars.  The  social 
aspects  of  it,  the  overall  cost  to  incarcerate 
somebody  in  prison.  What  we've  had  in  this 
;state  is  the  luxury  of  the  public  locking 
ithem  away  and  forgetting  about  them,"  the  pro- 
jceding  said  in  an  interview  to  the  Joint 
'^ndeaver  newspaper. 

Under  the  1983  Emergency  Powers  Act,  as 
enacted  by  the  state  of  South  Carolina, 
Prison  sentences  can  be  rolled  back  up  to  90 
iays  when  the  state's  prison  population  ex- 
ceeds the  safe  and  reasonable  operating  capa- 
city for  more  than  30  days.  About  600  inmates 
lave  been  released  in  four  rollbacks  since 
Iche  act  went  into  force. 

Flying  in  the  face  of  some  experts  is 
Richard  Moran  who  teaches  criminology  at 
fount  Holyoke  College.  The  May  7,  1985  issue 
of  Newsweek  he  states:  "In  1981,  124,000 
'convicts  were  released  from  prison.  If  we  had 
'cept  them  in  jail  for  an  additional  year,  how 
'nuch  crime  would  have  been  prevented.  While 
Lt  is  not  possible  to  know  the  true  amount  of 
;rime  committed  by  people  released  from  prison 
Ln  any  given  year,  we  do  know  the  extent  to 
<rhich  those  under  parole  are  reconfined  for 
najor  crime  convictions.  This  number  is  a 
surprisingly  low  6  percent  (after  three  years 
Lt  rises  to  only  11  percent).  Even  if 


released  prisoners  commit  an  average  of  two 
crimes  each,  this  would  amount  to  only  15,000 
crimes  prevented:  a  drop  in  the  bucket  when 
measured  against  the  41  million  crimes  commit- 
ted annually." 

Moran  goes  on:  "More  time  spent  in  prison 
is  also  more  expensive.  The  best  estimates 
are  that  it  costs  an  average  of  $13,000  to 
keep  a  person  in  prison  for  one  year.  If  we 
had  a  place  to  keep  the  124,000  released 
prisoners,  it  would  have  cost  us  $1.6  billion 
to  prevent  15,000  crimes.  This  works  out  to 
more  than  $100,000  per  crime  prevented.  But 
there  is  more.  With  the  average  cost  of  prison 
construction  running  around  $50,000  per  bed, 
it  would  cost  more  than  $6  billion  to  build 
the  necessary  cells.  The  first-year  operating 
cost  would  be  $150,000  per  crime  prevented, 
worth  it  if  the  victim  were  you  or  me,  but 
much  too  expensive  as  a  national  policy." 

In  Montana,  Warden  Henry  Risley  states: 
"The  average  daily  population  for  the  Montana 
State  Prison  for  calendar  year  1984  was 
approximately  760.  The  average  cost  per  day 
is  just  under  $35  per  inmate.  If  we  round  it 
off  at  $35,  the  annual  cost  per  inmate  is 
just  under  $13,000  or  $12,775." 

Maybe  too  often  prison  inmates  are  too 
quick  to  blame  the  Warden  and  the  prison  ad- 
ministrative staff  for  prison  overcrowding 
and  other  related  problems.  An  article  in  the 
July  14th  edition  of  the  Weekly  Scene,  the 
prison  newspaper  at  Somers,  Connecticut,  con- 
tained the  following  passage:  "We  could  lay 
the  blame  on  the  Wardens  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Never-Never  Land,  but  what  are  they  doing 
besides  keeping  the  lid  on  it?  What  else  can 
they  do  when  they've  been  literally  excom- 
municated from  the  rest  of  the  criminal 
justice  system?" 

The  article  continues:  "We  have  to  stop 
blaming  and  start  doing.  Get  the  system  as  a 
whole  to  share  the  obvious  burden  of  what  a 
prison  system  is  how  it  has  to  be  to  work 
effectively.  In  short,  the  judges,  juries  and 
those  who  seek  justice  ought  to  actively 
pursue  actual  justice.  Get  their  money's  worth. 
Prison  administrators  may  increase  their  mot- 
ivation to  do  a  better  job  if  they  knew  that 
a  judicial  community  and  those  seeking  justice 
weren't  doing  it  so  blindly." 

Asked  about  a  possible  Montana  solution 
to  prison  overcrowding,  Risley  said,  "The  sad 
truth  is  that  as  long  as  we  build  new  prisons, 
the  justice  system  will  fill  them  up.  The 
judicial  branch  and  the  parole  and  probation 
departments  must  find  alternative  means  apart 
from  incareration." 

This  was  echoed  by  the  annual  State  of 
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country  are  either  in  prison,  or  on  probation 
and  parole.  That  is  staggering.  We  have  the 
most  amount  of  people  in  jial  in  the  world 
and  we  do  the  most  amount  of  time  in  prison 
for  a  civilized  country.  The  trend  in  locking 
up  more  and  more  people  has  gained  a  momentum 
that  there  is  no  end  in  sight  of.  Once  again 
I  speak  that  this  is  a  result  of  misconcep- 
tion by  manipulation.  It  is  very  easy  to 
manipulate  someones  point  of  view  if  they  are 
prejudice  against  it  in  the  first  place. 

The  dangers  of  misconception  through 
social  and  political  propaganda  is  evident  by 
looking  at  history.  Adolf  Hitler  was  a  good 
example  in  what  could  happen.  You  take  a 
legally  discriminated  class  of  people  such  as 
criminals  and  create  a  prejudice  against  them 
in  society  so  deep  that  people  accept 
extremes  such  as  extermination.  If  you  laugh 
take  a  look  at  what  has  taken  place  right 
here  in  our  state.  All  the  new  enhancement 
laws,  dangerous  offender  laws,  mandatory 
consecutive  sentence  laws,  and  of  course  a 
recent  law  in  wich  I  wrote  about  in  a  past 
issue  concerning  implementing  the  death 
penalty  against  ANY  prison  inmate  who  has  been 
convicted  for  aggravated  assault  while  serv- 
ing his  sentence. 

Also  we  must  look  at  the  increase  in 
poulations  of  prisons  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  the  new  approach  being  pushed  to 
turn  prisons  over  to  private  industry  which 
will  surely  increase  the  populations  even 
more.  We  must  further  look  at  the  rate  the 
death  penalty  is  being  used  compared  to 
its  use  in  the  last  decade.  People  have  not 
only  condoned  these  developments  but  have 
requested  their  implementation.  Why?  Polit- 
ical and  social  propaganda  have  decieved 
them  into  believing  that  the  hard  core 
approach  is  the  only  alternative  to  crime. 
Politicians  campaign  for  tougher  stands 
against  criminals  not  because  it  might  be 
in  the  public  interest  to  do  so,  but  be- 
cause it  is  politically  safe  and  even  ben- 
eficial to  do  so.  They  are  politically 
immune  from  disaggreement  from  their  con- 
stituents. This  type  of  political  manuvering 
only  fuels  the  fire  of  the  peoples  miscon- 
ception of  the  system. 

The  only  way  to  put  an  end  to  this 
trend  is  to  educate  the  citizens  about 
the  sytem.  If  the  trend  continues  the  way 
it  is  the  citizens  will  someday  wakeup  and 
ask  how  they  were  engulfed  by  the  power  of 
the  state.  After  all  it  isn't  impossible  to 
be  completely  manipulated  by  something  that 
is  obviously  wrong  such  as  the  examples  of 
history  surely  tells  us.  Hitler  and  Jim  Jones 


had  followers.  A  retrospective  look  back 
tells  us  the  people  who  believed  in  them 
were  wrong,  but  at  the  time  you  couldn't 
convince  those  people  of  that  because  they 
strongly  believed  in  those  men. 

When  our  forefathers  wrote  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  country,  they  thought  of 
individual  liberty  as  the  first  priority. 
Now  the  shift  is  to  have  the  people  believe 
they  should  forego  this  principle  for  their 
own  good.  All  I  can  say  is  never  believe  in 
something  until  you  are  convinced  it  is  the 
truth.  There  are  hidden  purposes  to  many 
things  so  you  must  continue  an  endless  spec- 
ulation. Thank  you. 

LEGAL  ADVICE 

For  those  of  us  who  don't  know  I  would 
like  to  explain  a  legal_  situation  which  in- 
volves being  charged  with  the  persistent  of- 
fender in  the  State  of  Montana. 

In  1978  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  leg- 
alized coercion  of  a  guilty  plea  f or . a  per- 
son previously  convicted  of  a  felony  of- 
fense. Bordenkircher  v.  Hayes,  434  U.S.  357, 
(1978). 

In  Bordenkircher,  the  court  in  a  5-4 
decision  approved  of  a  situation  where  a 
prosecutor  could  threaten  you  with  the  hab- 
itual criminal  act,  and  use  it  against  you 
if  you  did  not  accept  an  offered  plea-bar- 
gain. 

In  the  State  of  Montana  the  Montana 
Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  you  may  be 
charged  with  the  persistent  offender  any- 
time before  trial,  or  before  you  enter  a 
plea  of  guilty.  The  law  in  this  state  re- 
quires that  the  previous  felony  convict- 
ion (you  only  need  one  prior)  be  within 
five  years  of  your  present  conviction. 
If  you  plead  guilty  anytime  before  it  is 
filed  it  may  not  be  filed  after  that. 
In  a  recent  case  the  Montana  Supreme 
Court  ruled  it  could  be  filed  after  a 
defendant  withdrew  his  guilty  pleas  and 
asked  for  a  trial. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  if 
you  are  ever  charged  with  it,  it  is  the 
duty  of  your  lawyer  to  investigate  the 
legality  of  it  in  your  case,  and  he  must 
research  available  defenses  to  it.  See 
Canary  v.  Bland,  583  F.2d  663  (6th  Cir. 
1978). 

There  are  defenses  to  this  charge 
that  your  attorney  may  not  be  aware  of 
there  is  some  good  law  in  the  area  of 
Boykin  v.  Alabama,  395  U.S.  238,  (1969). 
Some  jurisdictions  require  that  your 
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BY  L.W.L.  STAFF 

The  Addictive  Disease  Studies  Program  at 
Montana  State  Prison  was  founded  by  inmates. 
The  Addictive  Disease  Studies  Program  (A.D.S.P.) 
is  run  by  inmates  for  inmates. 

Mary  Helen  MaAskill,  Director,  of  the 
Chemical  Dependency  Program,  is  the  sponsor, 
for  the  A.D.S.P.,  Ruben  Montoya  is  the  Dir- 
ector of  the  A.D.S.P.,  Phillip  Pierre  is  an 
Aide,  Lee  Pendergrass  Aide,  George  Russell 
Clerk  and  Instructor,  Douglas  Matt  Aide,  Bill 
Leistiko  Volunteer  Aide,  Robert  Mereno  Aide, 
Joseph  Houck,  Aide.  All  of  the  inmates  are 
involved  in  teaching  the  classes. 

The  "Initial"  class  explains  to  the 
inmates  what  alcohol  and  drugs  do  to  you  both 
mentally  and  physically.  The  material  pre- 
sented helps  them  to  comminicate  in  an  effect- 
ive manner.  It  also  helps  them  to  recognize 
that  they  need  help.  In  1985,  there  was  a 
total  of  126  inmates  who  graduated  from  this 
program. 

The  "Follow-Up"  Class  is  designed  to 
teach  the  individual  to  deal  with  social  pro- 
blems; suchas  assertiveness,  positive  self 
awareness,  and  self  analyzing  and  other  re- 
lated problems.  This  program  had  a  total 
of  93  inmates  graduate  in  1985. 

"Life  Without  Limitations";  is  a  Self 
Image  psychology  program,  dealing  with  the 
general  make-up  of  an  individuals  person- 
ality. It  shows  how  to  understand  the  thinking 
process  and  how  to  begin  using  it  in  a  posi- 
tive nature,  in  relation  to  habits  and 
attitudes  and  how  we  develop  them.  This 
program  had  a  graduation  class  of  205  inmates 
in  1985. 

The  Montana  State  Prison,  Classification 
and  Treatment,  furnishes  the  A.D.S.P.  with  the 
basic  supplies,  of  paper,  pencils  and  pens. 
The  programs  are  furnished  with  all  the 
material  needed  for  the  classes  from  the 
A.D.S.  Program.  Some  of  the  equipment  and 
material  used  is  out-dated  and  needs  to  be  up 
dated.  The  material  is  run  off  on  a  liquid 
duplicator  which  is  in  poor  shape.  Since 
A.D.S.P.  is  a  non-funded,  non-profit  organ- 
ization, everything  we  receive  is  through 
donations.  It  has  become  necessary  for  us  to 
request  any  and  all  help,  from  inmates  and 
any  other  interested  individuals  or  organiza- 
tions. Donations  can  be  made  to  the  A.D.S.P. 
in  care  of  Mary  Elen  Mcaskill,  Director  of 
Chemical  Dependency,  700  Conley  Lake  Road, 
Deer  Lodge,  MT.  59722 


We  extend  an  invitation  to  all  who 
happen  to  be  coming  this  way,  to  contact  the 
A.D.S.P.  office,  and  find  out  if  there  will 
be  a  seminar  going  on.  We  would  be  happy  to 
include  you  in  it. 

Due  to  the  fact  of  a  lack  of  officers, 
we  are  unable  to  include  the  Cose  Unit  II 
inmates  in  the  "LIFE  WITHOUT  LIMITATIONS" 
seminars.  If  we  could  find  an  officer  will- 
ing to  spend  two  (2)  days  with  them,  we  would 

be  willing  to  put  on  a  seminar  for  them. 
********************************************* 

LEGAL  ADVICE 

previous  felony  be  made  voluntarily 
under  the  guidelines  of  Boykin,  or  the 
previous  conviction  is  invalid  to  use 
to  enhance  your  charges.  Also  maybe 
your  previous  felony  was  a  deferred 
sentence  you  had  expunged  from  your 
record.  It  would  be  invalid.  There 
are  other  defenses  depending  on  your 
paticular  situation.  Just  don't  let  a 
public  defender  tell  you  your  prior 
can  be  used  against  you  if  its  in  your 
rap  sheet.  There  have  been  situations 
where  a  public  defender  will  be  the 
messenger  of  the  County  Attorney  that 
you  are  being  charged  with  the  per- 
sistent offender  and  he  has  done  noth- 
ing to  investigate  the  charge  because 
he  may  also  have  reasons  for  wanting 
you  to  plead  guilty. 

I  close  in  saying  don't  let  the 
attorney  representing  you  manipulate 
into  pleading  guilty  so  that  they  won' 
file  the  persistent  on  you  if  you  are 
innocent.  Put  the  state  to  its  proof. 

************* X  X  X  X  KM  X  X *****»*****»*»*» X  It  X  X  M  MX  X 

OVERCROWDING  AND  TAXES 

the  Prisons  report  for  1984  compiled  by  the 
John  Howard  Association  which  summed  up  its 
report  by  saying:  "The  conclusion  is  simple. 
We  cannot  build  our  way  out  of  the  prison 
population  crisis." 
***********************  a-***--****-****  ********** 
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THE  WAY 

BY 

CLAUDE  ELMORE 

TO  WALK,  NOT  IN  THE  FOOTPRINTS  OF  OTHERS,  BUT  IN  THOES  THAT  FIT  YOUR 
FEET,  ONLY. 

TO  MAKE  DECISIONS,  NOT  BY  INTIMIDATION,  BUT  HONEST  CONVICTION. 

TO  SPEAK  WORDS  OF  WISDOM,  NOT  WITH  VERBOSENESS,  BUT  WITH  LAYMAN'S 
SINCERETY. 

TO  GIVE,  NOT  WITH  RETURNS  IN  SIGHT,  BUT  THAT  OF  NO  RETURN. 

TO  LISTEN,  NOT  WITH  REBUTTLE,  BUT  WITH  AN  UNDERSTANDING  AND  A  RESPECT 
FOR  HIS  THOUGHTS. 

TO  GIVE  PRAISE  ONLY  WHERE  IT  IS  DUE,  AND  NOT  TO  FLATTER. 

TO  LOVE,  NOT  BECAUSE  IT  IS  POPULAR,  BUT  BECAUSE  IT  IS  FELT  WITH  EVERY 
FIBER  WITHIN  YOUR  BODY. 

TO  AWAKE  EACH  MORNING,  NOT  WITH  DISDAIN,  BUT  WITH  A  THANKFULNESS  FOR 
A  NEW  DAY  AND  A  FRESH  BEGINING. 

TO  CHOOSE  NOT  FOR  YOUR  FELLOW  MAN,  BUT  TO  ENCOURAGE  HIM  ON  TO  HIS 
OWN  DESIRES. 

TO  HONOR  EVERY  MAN  AS  A  CREATION  OF  GOD,  AND  TO  SEE  NOT  HIS  WEAKNESS, 
BUT  HIS  POTENTIALITY. 

TO  LOVE  YOURSELF  FOR  FOLLOWING  "THE  WAY" 

EVERY  DAY 

As  each  day  passes,  I  grow  fonder  of  you. 

You  make  love  fun  with  the  special  things  you  do. 

Each  moment  you're  not  by  my  side  is  lonely. 

For  you,  my  Love,  are  my  true  one  and  only. 

You  are  an  elegant  and  lovely  princess 

Who  touches  my  heart  and  soul  with  great  finesse. 

Your  sweet  smile,  and  charming  laugh-easily  won- 

Make  the  days  brighter  than  any  shining  sun. 

You  are  my  gquardian  angel  in  disquise. 

The  day  I  chose  to  greet  you,  and  become  wise, 

Was  the  day  my  existence  changed  for  the  good. 

It  was  that  day,  Sweetheart,  that  I  understood 

My  life  was  meaningless  until  I  met  you. 

We  belong  together.  Forever  us  two. 

Allow  me  to,  on  this  appropriate  day. 

Hold  you  close  to  myself  and  gratefully  say, 

I  love  to  hold  you,  and  gaze  into  your  eyes. 
'I  adore  you,  Princess.  Happy  Valentines!" 


POI 


Is  he  crazy  or  i 
There's  a  differ! 
The  screams  thati 
Brings  forth  the 
Tightly  caged,  1 
Unfairly  treatec 
Loved  by  few  but 
Seeking  help  -  t 
Society  ruined  hi 
Started  his  life 
Judged  by  a  jur< 
Sentenced  to  pr:: 
He  might  have  be. 
But  a  thing  cal  }• 
It's  a  horrible  ; 
Of  a  life  spent-: 
Still  he  stands . 
Head  held  hight : 
For  even  thougha 
His  mind  won't  <i 
So,  look  at  himja 
The  perfect  picji 
You've  left  himV 
And  a  deep  seat1! 
If  this  is  an  e|a: 
I  hope  it  neverji 


By  Michael  David 
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TRY 


J  ^TICE 

h  mad? 

:c   you  know,    it's  kind   of   sad. 
k  3   from  a  prison  cell, 
•elity  of   this  man-made  hell. 
:e  a  captured   beast, 

t,  say   the   least. 

ited   by  many, 

a    isn't  any. 

l -nen  he  was  only  a  kid, 

>r  a  downward   skid. 

f  lis  so-called   peers, 
wto  spend  his  teen-age  years. 
«i  of  man  of  means, 
i  ustice  shattered  all  his  dreams. 
K|y  he  has  to  tell, 
■j'eling  down  a  highway   to  hell, 
ill  a  tall   oak   tree, 
)i.the  world   to  see. 
..' freedom  they   take, 
"inder,   his  spirit  won't   break. 
2(]le,   he's  your  own  creation, 
'«  of   total   damnation. 

1    nothing  but   his  arrogant   pride, 

Itred   burning  down   inside. 
>)  e  of  Justice  well   done, 
Mens  to  your  daughter  or  son. 
(Authors  name  withheld) 


"WISDOM  OF  THE  WIND" 

MYSTERY  TOLD  ME  A  SECRET  ABOUT  THE  WISDOM  OF  THE  WIND, 
SO  COOL  WAS   ITS  VOICE,   LIKE  A  DREAM  WITHOUT  END; 

IF  WE  CHOOSE  TO  CONQUER  THAN  WE  MUST  UNDERSTAND, 

THAT  THE  WIND  LEAVES  NO  ANSWERS  TO  THE  INTRIQUE  OF  MAN. 

HOW  RIGHTOUS  ARE  THEIR  ARMIES  OF  THINKERS  OF  THOUGHT, 
SO  VAIN  ARE  IDEALS  WHICH  KEEP  WHAT  IS  CAUGHT; 

TALES  OF  RESISTENCE  ARE  TOLD  IN  THE  RAIN, 
FOR  THE  TRUTH  IS  NOT  ALWAYS  EASY  TO  TRAIN. 

CONTRADICTION  WILL  WHISPER  THAT  DECIET  CANNOT  WIN, 

BUT  LOGIC  IS  NOT  ALWAYS  REALITYS  FRIEND; 
FOR  THE  SHREWD  WILL  FIND  REFUGE  IN  THE  MINDS  OF  THE  WEAK, 

AND  THE  WORLD  WILL  DESOLVE  WHEN  THE  WIND  DOES  NOT  SPEAK... 

BY  KEVIN  T.   MURPHY 

Authors  note:  This  is  not  about  good  over  evil,   but  about 
evil   over  good,    for  everyone  who   is  different  is  not  evil, 
and   everyone  who  prays  is  not  good... for  we  all  must  define 
our  own   individual   principles  regardless  of   pressure  to 
conform  to  specific  rules  or  ways  of   social  being.   Right  & 
Wrong  are  only  a  state  of  mind.   What's   important  is  that  we 
have  the  freedom  of  choice  to  be  either. 

"  FROM  THE  VIETNAM  WAR  TO  ENTER  PRISON  " 

It's  painful  and  heartbreaking  to  talk  about  such  a  war, 

our  feelings  and  memories  can't  be  covered  up  anymore. 

So  many  nights  I've  sat  and  cried  for  the  buddies  who  never  came  back, 

I've  still  got  visions  of  the  many  who  laid  dead  in  military  zipper  sacks. 

They  gave  their  lives  for  a  country  they  loved  so  much, 

but  the  government  and  so  many  other  people  weren't  even  touched. 

So  many  men  who  came  back  are  in  wheel  chairs,  mental  hospitals, 

in  a  grave  because  of  suidide,  or  behind  prison  walls. 

Even  the  ones  who  seem  to  be  making  it  the  flashbacks  seem  to 

cause  them  to  slip  and  fall. 

Since  that  war  my  life  has  never  been  the  same, 

The  Vietnam  Veterans  have  been  treated  like  animals  who  ain't  be  tamed. 

We're  human  beings  who  need  love  and  recognition,  like  the  hostages 

who  were  in  Iran, 

but  we've  pushed  aside  like  we're  a  disease  of  this  land. 

They  say  the  war  is  over  but  for  the  Vietnam  Veterans  it  will  never  end. 

We  face  hardship,  pain  from  memories,  distress  and  flashbacks 

of  war  around  every  bend. 

My  buddies  and  I  who  served  in  Vietnam  may  not  be  credited  for  our  heroism, 

but  I  guess  seme  of  us  will  always  remember  when  we  came  from 

the  Vietnam  War  to  Enter  Prison. 


BYRON  SZEROWAN 
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BY  CURT  SHORT 


A  few  of  you  may  know  me  or  saw  me,  off 
and  on,  at  Montana  State  Prison  for  21  months. 
I  was  gone  to  other  states  on  two  occasions 
to  fight  charges  similar  to  the  ones  I  was  at 
MSP  for.  The  bottom  line  is  "you  have  to 
fight  them"!  They,  the  powers  that  be,  think 
you're  un-American  if  you  make  them  go  to 
trial  and  cost  the  community  time  and  money 
instead  of  taking  a  plea-bargain  and  crawl  in 
a  corner  and  lick  your  wounds.  You're  suppose 
to  be  thankful  that  your  butt  is  in  tact 
after  they  chewed  on  it. 

Originally  I  had  owned  and  operated  a 
truck  body  shop  in  Portland,  Oregon  for  six- 
and-a-half  years.  All  seemed  to  be  going  well. 
Suddenly,  or  so  it  seemed,  I  was  facing  105 
years  in  Oregon  on  11  counts  of  felony  theft 
in  the  first  degree  involving  11  diesel 
trucks;  facing  40  years  in  Montana  on  two 
counts  of  felony  theft  in  the  first  degree 
involving  two  diesel  trucks;  facing  50  years 
in  Nevada  on  Federal  charges  on  counts  rang- 
ing from  one-felony  theft  first  degree,  one 
for  conspiracy  for  theft  of  load,  to  one  for 
wire  fraud  and  one  for  mail  fraud.  Thus  I 
started  my  cases  three  years  ago  facing  a 
total  of  195  years. 

While  at  MSP,  Montana  and  Oregon  offered 
me  90  days  to  six  months  for  a  deal.  I  said, 
"Let's  go  to  court."  I  lost  due  to  Oregon's 
trumped-up  evidence  and  got  eight  years. 
Then  I  went  to  Neveda  and  after  eight  months 
in  max  and  losing  22  pounds,  had  to  take  18 
months  for  a  deal  or  go  to  court  six  months 
later.  Then  I  came  back  again  to  MSP  and  made 
Oregon  extradite  me  after  five  'fast  and 
speedy'  violations  had  been  filed  against 
them  which  they  ignored  completely.  I  was 
flopped  at  parole  at  MSP  because  I  had  the 
Oregon  case  pending.  Finally  I  was  flow  to 
Oregon  to  face  the  11  felony  counts.  They 
threw  a  pack  of  deals  at  me  which  boiled 
down  to  'all  charges  dropped  to  one  raisde- 
meanorand  a  year  of  parole'.  Again  I  said, 
"Let's  go  to  court". 

In  my  opinion  that  outrageous  case  was 
set-up,  funded,  operated  and  manned  by  the 
Oregon  State  Police.  It  caused  me  an  enormous 
amount  of  physical  and  mental  pain  and  money, 
besides  the  damage  and  loss  of  my  business; 
all  for  a  few  points  made  by  a  cops  because 
they  made  a  'big'  bust  due  to  a  crime  that 
they  created  themselves  with  the  help  of  an 
organizied  crime  affiliate.  If  I  had  been 


able  to  get  to  trial  in  court  in  Oregon  in  the 
first  place  I  would  never  have  reached  MSP. 
Since  the  facts  seem  to  be  coming  out,  four 
Oregon  State  policemen  have  been  demoted,  two 
fined,  and  there  is  a  warrant  out  for  the 
arrest  of  another  in  California.  I  have  filed 
suit  against  Oregon,  Nevada  and  Montana  for 
three  million  dollars  for  "outrageous  govern- 
mental conduct  and  due  process  of  investiga- 
tion" before  and  during  a  sting  operation.  I 
have  filed  another  suit  against  Oregon  for 
$180,000  for  my  body  shop  that  was  stolen  by 
the  cops  and  the  cop's  paid  'undercover  in- 
former'. My  case  in  Nevada  has  been  reopened 
and  I  intend  to  reopen  my  case  here  in  Montana. 

I  have  been  fighting  against  trumped-up 
reports  and  statements  of  26  law-enforcement 
agencies  and  now  it's  all  coming  out  and  I'm 
winning.  It  can  be  done.  My  lawyer  told  me 
that  the  system  has  all  the  money  needed  and 
the  time  to  wear  a  man  down  and  then  bust  you 
when  you're  broke.  He  said  the  only  way  I 
could  beat  the  system  was  to  take  the  time 
and  let  it  come  out  in  due  process  and  show 
that  I  am  earnest  in  my  convictions. 

I  want  to  take  my  hat  off  to  people  like 
Ron  Butler,  Steve  Johnson,  Lee  Carson,  Norman 
Herra  and  any  inmate  who  doesn't  take  'No' 
for  an  answer,  won't  take  it  lying  down  and 
also  helps  those  that  don't  understand  their 
rights.  When  you  get  to  prison  the  only  help 
you  can  get  many  times  for  sentence  review, 
post  conviction,  prisoer  rights  and  any 
personal  problems  has  to  come  from  the  inmates 
themselves.  When  I  go  invoved  in  this  sting 
operation,  I  knew  nothing  about  the  law,  so  I 
studied  -  and  studied  -  and  studied. 

No  lawyer  can  help  you  unless  he  knows 
the  facts  and  you  can't  relate  the  helpful 
facts  unless  you  are  able  to  realize  what  is 
helpful  or  what  laws  and  rights  were  broken 
against  you.  No  appointed  lawyer  will  make  a 
case  hard  or  difficult  if  he  doesn't  have  to; 
you  have  to  push  and  prod  them  to  get  a  fair 
shake  in  court.  You  should  know  your  legal 
rights  both  here  in  prison  and  as  a  civilian. 
As  a  final  statement  I  would  like  to  see  a 
year  of  civil  law  be  made  mandatory  in  schools 
instead  of  some  of  the  useless  stuff  that  is 
now  taught  and  will  never  be  used.  This  know- 
ledge would  be  useful  with  more  and  more 
police  corruption  and  sting  operations  getting 
innocent  victims  involved  every  day.  One  has 
to  know  some  law  just  to  stay  honest  and  free. 
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FIGHT  TO  WIN 


I  have  watched  some  of  the  men  here  at  MSP  and 
if  they  knew  some  of  their  legal  rights  or 
had  had  a  better  lawyer  before,  during  or 
after  their  trial  or  plea  bargaining,  they 
wouldn't  be  here  now.  Think  about  it  and  do 
something. 

(Editor's  note:  Curt  Short  is  now  on  parole 
and  pursuing  his  lawsuits  from  the  outside.) 


BIRICAL  QUOTES 

" I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came 

unto  me"  (Jesus  Christ  -  Matthew  25:36) 


"Woe  unto  you,  lawyers!  For  ye  have 
taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge: 
ye  entered  not  in  yourselves,  and 
them  that  were  entering  in  ye  hind- 
ered" (Jesus  Christ  -  Luke  11:52) 


"When  thou  goest  with  thine  adversary 
to  the  magistrate,  as  thou  art  in  the 
way,  give  diligence  that  thou  mayest 
be  delivered  from  him;  lest  he  hale 
thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge 
deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  the 
officer  cast  thee  into  prison" 
(Jesus  Christ  -  Luke  12:58 


S& 


by  Kevin  Murphy 

It  is  fundamental  to  human  behavior  and  com- 
prehension that  to  conforn  or  agree  with  a  certain 
principle  you  must  agree  with  it  before  you  can 
learn  to  respect  it.  If  you  don't  respect  it  you 
will  not  abide  by  its  rules  or  concepts. 

Justice  is  an  example  of  people  not  con- 
forming because  they  have  so  many  examples  to 
draw  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  concept  of  our 
system  is  an  illusion.  In  otherwords  people  will 
justify  themselves  in  doing  wrong  if  the  see  an 
arbitrary  distribution  of  justice.  People  are  only 
reacting  rationalyy  in  doing  so.  If  someone  with 
the  money  to  hire  a  good  attorney  only  gets  2 
years  for  the  same  thing  you  got  40  for  then  you 
are  justified  in  not  accepting  the  prnciples  of  the 
system  of  justice.  The  only  way  to  make  justice 
fairer  is  to  take  most  of  the  discretion  out  of 
it.  All  the  discretion  is  where  the  problem  be- 
gins. Also  we  must  tell  people  the  truth  about 
our  system.  We  are  all  not  equal  under  the  law. 
Are  country  is  based  on  capitalism  and  in  that 
system  it  is  how  much  due  process  you  can  pay 
for  that  counts  and  not  how  much  the  Constitution 
guarantees  you.  We  must  tell  people  that  if  they 
go  to  court  with  a  public  defender  they  will  not 
recieve  the  same  amount  of  justice  as  say  the  rich 
person  who  has  fifty  grand  to  spend  on  a  good  law- 
yer. What  is  wrong  with  telling  the  person  with 
the  public  defender  the  truth  instead  of  telling 
him  justice  is  blind  and  you  will  be  treated  the 
same  because  the  "Equal  Protection  Clause"  of  the 
14th  Amendment  says  so. 

Creating  an  illusion  of  justice  is  very  det- 
rimental to  any  reformation  of  an  individual.  When 
a  person  can  see  through  something  he  will  no  long- 
er trust  it. 

What  is  an  illusion?  Well  the  definition  is 
"The  condition  of  being  decieved  by  a  false  per- 
ception or  belief."  No  where  in  our  Criminal  Jus- 
tice is  this  definition  more  prevalent  then  in 
the  Judiciary.  This  is  so  because  the  Judiciary 
has  the  discretion  to  determine  fact  and  law  in 
an  individual  capacity  and  too  much  on  how  an 
individual  judge  or  justice  thinks  what  the  law 
should  be  comes  into  focus  and  not  what  the  law 

is. 

I  will  try  to  give  you  a  brief  summary  on 

what  I  mean. 

The  Judiciary  (a  good  example  is  the  Montana 
Supreme  Court)  sets  rules  and  standards  and  uses 
a  specific  set  of  facts  to  determine  what  case 
would  properly  fit  a  certain  situation.  This  is 
commonly  called  making  findings  of  fact  and  con- 
clusions of  law.  In  some  cases  a  court  has  dis- 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  [16] 
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BY  LEININGER 


Almost  as  soon  as  a  person  becomes  an 
inmate  at  the  Montana  State  Prison,  whether 
it  be  for  the  first,  second,  third  or  'ump- 
teenth time',  he  starts  thinking  about  the 
day  he  will  be  getting  out. 

Of  course  there  is  the  inevitable 
discharge  date  of  the  computed  time  of  the 
original  sentence  minus  whatever  good-time 
a  person  has  accumulated.  Prior  to  that  date, 
however,  there  are  avenues  to  be  taken  that 
could  open  the  gate  sooner;  anywhere  from 
a  few  weeks  to  a  few  years  sooner.  Many 
inmates  know  these  roads  well  and  are  often 
travelled.  Others  may  know  of  their  existence 
but  are  uncertain  as  to  the  structure  of  the 
different  programs  and  the  qualifications  for 
each  one.  For  their  benefit  and  for  thise 
interested  parties  in  the  free  world,  we  are 
presenting  a  very  basic  road  map  and  guide 
line  to  these  procedures. 

[SENTENCE  REVIEW] 

One  of  the  first  options  that  an  inmate 
has  on  his  incarceration  in  prison  is  through 
the  Sentence  Review  process.  The  Sentence 
Review  Division  is  under  the  jurisdiction  and 
supervision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Montana. 
The  Review  Board  consists  of  three  district 
judges  and  meets  four  times  a  year  and  has 
the  power  to  leave  a  sentence  as  originally 
handed  down,  reduce  a  sentence,  or,  increase 
a  sentence.  As  of  last  fall,  during  the  pre- 
vious four  years  342  cases  had  been  presented 
to  the  Board  for  review.  Only  nine  sentences 
were  increased;  158  sentences  were  reduced; 
162  remained  the  same  and  13  were  continued 
or  waived  by  the  inmate. 

The  19  rules  that  govern  the  operation 
of  the  Board  were  furnished  us  by  Karen 
Sedlock,  the  board's  administrative  secretary, 
with  the  three  basic  rules  underlined.  These 
three,  condensed  are  as  follows:  After  notice 
and  within  sexty  days  after  a  defendant  is 
sentenced  to  a  term  of  one  year  or  more  in 
State  Prison,  the  defendant  may  apply  to  have 
his  sentence  reviewed  by  the  Sentence  Review 
Division  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Montana;  The 
Sentence  Review  Division  shall  meet  on  the 
second  Thursday  or  February,  May,  August  and 
November  of  each  year,  unless  such  schedule 
be  altered  by  vote  of  the  Division;  the 
Secretary  of  the  Sentence  Review  Division 
shall  send  notices  of  the  time  and  place  of 
such  hearing  at  least  25  days  prior  to  such 


hearing  to  -  The  judge  who  imposed  the 
sentence,  The  County  Attorney  for  the  county 
from  which  the  defendant  was  sentenced,  The 
Defendant,  The  defendant's  attorney  if  known, 
The  Montana  Defender  Project  if  involved,  Any 
other  person  who  has  requested  such  notice. 

Secretary  Sedlock  said  that  the  members 
of  the  Board  are  in  the  process  of  updating 
the  rules  but  that  she  wasn't  sure  how  long 
before  the  new  data  would  be  available. 

[PAROLE] 

Most  familiar  to  everyone,  inmates  and 
public  alike,  is  "getting  out  on  parole". 
John  Lynch  is  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Montana  Board  of  Pardons  and  'Jack'  has 
listed  the  following  basics  for  parole  eli- 
gibility. 

If  the  inmate  is  classified  by  the  court 
as  dangerous,  he  must  serve  one-half  of  his 
sentence,  less  good  time;  classified  as  non- 
dangerous,  it's  one-fourth  of  the  sentence, 
less  good  time;  on  any  time  sentence,  eligible 
after  17^  years,  regardless  of  the  term;  on  a 
life  sentence,  30  years  must  be  served,  less 
good  time.  As  to  good  time,  Prison  Records 
should  advise  an  individual  when  his  good 
time  rate  changes  and  what  the  new  correspond- 
ing parole  date  is. 

If  an  inmate  is  denied  parole,  he  will 
be  set  for  reappearance  at  a  scheduled  date; 
or  if  he  is  denied  parole  and  set  for  review 
on  an  annual  basis  or  passed  to  discharge, 
his  case  will  be  reviewed  once  a  year.  An 
inmate  can  "appeal"  the  decision,  particularly 
if  the  Board  advised  him  to  involve  himself 
in  programming  such  as  sex  therapy  or  chemical 
dependency  counseling.  If  he  does  this  and 
completes  the  therapy,  he  can  then  request  a 
review  earlier  than  scheduled. 

An  inmate  scheduled  for  a  hearing  should 
have  a  parole  plan  worked  out  and  be  able  to 
answer  questions  pertaining  to  where  he  in- 
tends to  work,  where  he  will  reside,  his  out- 
side interests,  as  well  as  other  questions 
about  his  institutional  experience,  his  in- 
volvement in  treatment,  programming  or  threapy 
any  insight  he  may  have  gained  about  himself 
as  a  person,  or  any  other  variety  of  topics. 
The  appearances  are  not  limited  in  scope  and 
are  very  flexible  timewise.  An  inmates 's 
record  while  in  prison  has  a  very  significant 
bearing  on  his  chances  of  being  paroled. 
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Four  of  the  criteria  that  the  Board  relies  on 
heavily  are:  nature  of  offense,  prior  criminal 
history,  institutional  conduct  record,  and 
institutional  work  record. 

[PRE-RELEASE  CENTERS] 

More  popularly  known  as  half-way  houses, 
the  pre-release  center  program  is  into  its 
sixth  year  in  the  state  of  Montana.  Currently 
there  are  houses  in  Missoula,  Butte,  Great 
Falls  and  Billings.  (There  is  also  a  half-way 
house  for  women  in  Billings).  The  primary 
purpose  of  the  centers  is  to  provide  inmates 
a  short,  supervised  adjustment  period  in  a 
community  facility  prior  to  release  to  the 
free  world.  Glen  Kenison  is  the  co-ordinator 
for  the  program.  He  sends  the  name  of  the 
applicant  and  the  applicant's  file  to  the 
screening  committees. 

The  first  committee  is  comprised  of  a 
representative  from  the  parole  board,  one 
from  the  prison  and  one  from  the  Department 
of  Corrections.  The  second  committee  has  a 
representative  from  the  pre-release  center 
staff,  one  from  the  parole  department  and  a 
representative  from  the  local  law  enforce- 
ment agency.  To  be  eligible  for  half-way 
house  consideration,  Kenison  states  that  the 
applicant  must  be  within  twelve  months  to 
parole  or  discharge  and  added  that  emphasis 
is  given  to  those  serving  time  for  non- 
violent crimes. 

There  is  now  in  existence  an  Inmate 
Profile  Grid  and  the  term  will  be  used 
frequently  in  the  paragraphs  that  follow. 
Without  going  into  verbal  gymnastics  it 
basically  consists  of  nine  categories: 
Escapes  (or  attempts);  Institutional 
Adjustment;  Positive  Support  System 
(positive  relationships  with  family/friends 
on  the  outside);  Consumer /Domestic  Skills; 
Work  Habits;  Drug/Alcohol  Record;  Community 
Risk;  Responsibility  for  Self;  Age.  For  each 
category  the  inmate,  in  point  values,  is 
graded  at  five  levels  from  ahigh  of  double 
positive  to  a  low  of  double  negative.  The 
minimum  passing  grade  is  79.8.  With  this  Grid 
in  mind,  we  will  continue. 

[SUPERVISED  RELEASE] 

There  is  the  comparatively  new  Supervised 
Rrelease  program  with  Glen  Kenison  as  co- 
ordinator. Here,  the  emphasis  is  placed  on 
treatment  (alcohol,  drugs,  etc.),  job  training 
or  education  for  the  concerned  individual.  A 
job,  if  any,  is  secondary.  The  inmate  must  be 


within  15  months  of  his  parole  eligibility 
date;  he  must  receive  a  passing  grade  on  the 
Inmate  Profile  Grid;  he  must  have  two  spon- 
sors; he  must  complete  a  contract  between 
himself,  the  Department  of  Institutions  and 
the  Parole  Board.  All  of  this  is  reviewed  by 
the  Parole  Board  who  then  makes  the  final 
release  decision.  The  inmate  is  under  the 
supervision  of  a  parole  officer,  the  differ- 
ence from  regular  parole  being  that  the 
person  must  have  sponsors;  he  is  also  re- 
stricted from  travel  outside  of  the  state 
and  has  a  time  schedule  to  follow. 

[WORK  FURLOUGH] 

For  inmates  that  were  sentenced  prior  to 
1981,  the  Work  Furough  program  is  available. 
Program  coordinator  Kenison  states  that  the 
emphasis  for  eligibility  is  placed  on  the  job 
that  is  available  for  the  applicant.  Other- 
wise, the  requirements  for  Work  Furlough  are 
the  same  as  for  Supervised  Release.  If  the 
inmate  was  sentenced  between  1977  and  1981  he 
must  receive  a  passing  grade  on  the  Inmate 
Profile  Grid.  If  he  was  sentenced  prior  to 
1977,  he  does  not  have  to  take  the  Grid  Test. 

[GALEN] 

Both,  the  Lighthouse  Residential  Drug 
Treatment  Center  and  the  Galen  Alcohol  Service 
Center  are  located  at  Galen,  Montana,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital. 
For  Both  programs  the  eligibility  requirements 
are  about  the  same.  The  inmate  must  first  of 
all  recognixe  that  he  has  an  addiction  prob- 
lem. He  must  have  a  parole  or  have  a  guaran- 
teed parole,  or  be  approved  for  acceptance  to 
a  half-way  house.  (The  stay  at  the  drug  center 
will  be  approximately  90  days  and  the  stay  at 
the  alcohol  center  will  be  28  days).  There 
are  times  when  attendance  and  completion  of 
one  of  the  two  programs  are  a  condition  of 
the  parole;  however  this  attendance,  in  it- 
self, does  not  constitute  a  parole  plan. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  interested  inmate 
will  work  through  the  Chemical  Dependency 
Program  at  the  prison.  The  director  is  Mary 
Helen  McAskill  and  the  counselor  is  Carol 
Furguson.  The  inmate  first  contacts  the  dir- 
ector and  if  considered  appropriate  by  her, 
he  is  referred  to  the  Pre-Release  screening 
xommittee  which  consists  of  Sandra  Heaton 
(Director  of  Clinical  Services  and  Treatment), 
Jack  Lynch  (Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Pardons),  Jim  Ponroy  (Chief,  Community 
Corrections  Bureau,  Department  of  Institu- 
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tions,  Helena)  and  Glen  Kenison  (Program 
Coordinator  at  the  prison). 

If  approval  is  given  by  that  committee 
and  then  by  Mrs.  McAskill,  or  vice  versa, 
then  an  interview  is  arranged  between  the 
inmate  and  a  committee  of  staff  members  of 
either  the  drug  center  or  the  alcohol  center 
-  whichever  unit  the  applicant  intends  to 
enter.  If  this  committee  accepts  and  a  final 
endorsement  obtained  from  Dan  Russell,  then 
teh  inmate  need  only  wait  for  a  vacancy  to 
occur  at  the  center.  It  should  be  emphasized 
that  attendance  at  the  drug  or  alcohol  center 
is  not  in  itself,  a  parole  plan,  although 
this  attendance,  and  completion,  may  some- 
times be  required  as  part  of  a  plan.  The 
inmate  must  already  have  an  approved  plan 
or  acceptance  at  one  of  the  four  pre-release 
centers. 


ILLUSION 


* 


cretionary  power  to  resolve  a  case  by  implement- 
ing its  own  interptation  of  law  to  fact.  This  is 
done  when  the  issue  has  never  been  decided  before, 
or  there  is  no  case  that  properly  fits  the  situation. 
In  other  situations  the  law  is  mandatory  when  a  high- 
er court  has  already  determined  the  issue.  A  lower 
court  then  has  no  discretion  to  decide  the  issue  in- 
dependently ,  and  must  foolow  the  law  of  the  higher 
court.  This  is  where  the  illusion  begins.  Some  low- 
er courts  will  many  times  change  the  facts  to  fit 
the  law  they  want  to  apply  and  this  depends  on  what 
the  judge  or  judges  frame  of  mind  is.  When  judges  do 
this  they  sabataged  what  they  are  for.  The  bottom 
line  is  that  they  must  apply  the  law  equally  and 
should  not  subscribe  to  the  temptations  to  rewrite 
the  law  to  fit  the  individual  judges  opinion  of  what 
the  law  should  be  and  not  what  it  is.  If  we  do  not 
have  consistency  we  will  not  have  respect.  Without 
respect  we  will  always  have  justification  for  non- 
conformance with  the  law.  After  all  who  is  the  wrong- 
er. Judges  who  do  not  follow  the  law  or  the  people 
who  do  not  follow  it  by  breaking  it.  If  justice 
continues  to  be  an  illusion  people  are  not  going  to 
accept  their  consequences  when  they  are  punished. 
After  all  what  is  the  punishment  for  the  Judiciary 
for  not  following  the  law.  They  have  made  themselves 
immune  from  any  mistake. 

I  have  noticed  in  the  newspaper  that  there  is  a 
judge  on  the  Montana  Supreme  Court  who  warns  his 
brethern  that  they  should  not  apply  the  law  as  they 
see  it  because  they  are  not  kings.  This  particular 
justice  I  have  seen  throgh  his  opinions  is  very 
hypicritical  in  what  he  preaches  and  what  he  does. 
Our  petitions  we  file  pro  se  in  the  Montana  Supreme 
Court  are  not  given  the  time  of  day.  We  are  not  even 
given  a  chance  to  prepare  traverses  to  them  and  it 
is  very  apparent  that  if  an  attorney  does  not  file 
your  petition  it  won't  even  be  reviewed.  The  Attorney 
General's  Office  submits  a  response  to  your  petition 
which  is  followed  verbatim  by  the  court  in  denying 
your  petition.  Justice  is  again  an  illusion.  No  one 
can  tell  me  that  the  equitable  doctrine  of  justice 
is  being  followed  on  our  pro  se  petitions.  Slamming 
the  doors  of  justice  in  our  face  because  we  are  crim 
inals  is  only  evidence  that  the  Montana  Supreme 
Court  has  gone  beyond  the  point  of  just  being  conserv 
ative.  The  message  is  clear.  The  moral  question  has 
precedence  over  the  constitutional  question. 

There  are  lessons  to  be  learned  in  mistakes. 
I  hope  ^he  one  we  learn  from  this  issue  in  which  I 
speak  is  not  as  costly  as  I  think  it  will  be. 
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THI  PHONC  CMJL 

(What  follows  are  excerpts  from  a  phone-call  made  by  Ralph,  #21927,  to  his 
wife  Cathy,  five  year-old  son  Mike,  12  year-old  son  Bobby,  and  daughter  Debbie 
age  14.  And  briefly,  A.T.&T.  operator.  Space  prohibits  the  full  15-minute 
transcription  of  the  conversations  but  we  hop  the  bits  and  pieces  provide  a 
little  humor  while  at  the  same  time  demonstrate  the  pathos  of  being  a  father 
in  prison.  Editor) 

(OPERATOR):  A  collect  call  for  anyone,  from  Ralph?  (MIKE):  Ralph  who?  (RALPH): 

Ralph your  dad,  Mikey!  (M):  Oh,  Hi  dady!  (0):  Will  you  accept  a  collect 

call?  (M):  Accept  it  for  what?  (R):  Just  say  yes,  Mikey.  (M):  Yes  about  what? 
(0):  Is  your  mother  there?  (M):  No,  she's  in  the  kitchen  cooking  water.  (R): 
Mikey,  go  get  mom!  (M):  But  I  want  to  talk  to  you.  (R):  I'll  talk  to  you  in 
a  Minute;  just  get  mom.  (Sound  of  the  phone  hitting  the  floor  and  commotion 
in  background)   (CATHY):  Hello.  (0):  Will  you  accept  a  phone  call  from  Ralph? 
(C):  Yes.  (R):  Hi,  hon;  what's  new?  (C):  Oh  God!  What  a  question!  Let's  see- 
Debbie  needs  braces  and  Dr.  Nelson  wants  to  know  how  the  payments  will  be  set- 
up. Bobby's  health  teacher  called  and  said  Bobby  was  disrupting  the  class  - 
hold  on  a  second,  the  water's  boiling:  (pause)  You've  got  to  have  a  talk  with 
Bobby;  he's  been  acting  wierd  lately.  (R):  What  do  mean,  Wierd?  (C):  Just  being 
a  brat  -  teasing  -  yesterday  he  superglued  Mikey 's  Darth  Vader  to  the  back 
of  one  of  Debbie's  Barbi  dolls.  (R):  Oh,  that's  just  kid"s  stuff.  (C)  Kid  stuff! 
Two  days  ago  while  Debbie  and  I  were  shoping,  he  went  through  her  drawers  and 
took  her  panties  -  the  one  with  the  hearts  on  them  -  and  put  them  on  Oscar  the 
dog.  Then  he  put  one  of  her  training  bras  over  Oscar's  head  -  said  they  were 
ear  warmers;  then  he  paraded  the  dog  around  the  school  yard!  (R);  I'll  talk 

to  him.  How's  work?  (c):  Terrible 

(Conversation  with  wife  continues,  then  Debbie  takes  the  phone)  (D)  Daddy, 
Bobby's  being  mean  to  me.  (R);  Oh,  he's  just  teasing,  just  tease  him  back.  (D) 
Then  he  hits  me  -  he's  such  a  dork.  Oh,  Dad  you  wouldn't  believe  my  teeth; 
they  are  getting  gross.  (R):  What  do  you  mean  gross?  They  looked  fine  three 
weeks  ago  when  you  came  to  visit.  (D):  They  are  starting  to  stick  out  in  the 
front,  I  look  like  Bugs  Bunny  -  Bobby  keeps  going  "Whats  up  Doc?"  -  I  hate 
him  -  can  I  get  braces?  (R):  We'll  see.  How  is  school  doing?  (D):  Great  ex- 
cept for  the  gross  boys  bugging  me.  I  got  three  As'  two  Bs'  and  a  C.  (R):  Can 
you  still  give  me  some  money  for  the  As'?  (R):  Not  right  now,  babe. 
(Conversation  with  Bobby  continues;  sound  of  phone  crashing  to  the  floor  and 
then  Mike  takes  the  phone) 

(M):  Hi,  Daddy.  You  coming  home  soon?  (R):  Soon  as  they  let  me,  Mikie,  you 
know  that.  (M):  Why  don't  you  just  go  accross  the  troll  board?  (R):  What?  - 
OH,  the  parole  board.  When  did  you  hear  about  that?  (M):  From  mom,  what  is 
it?  (R):  Its  hard  to  explain  Mikie,  just  forget  about  it,  okay?  (M)  Bobby 
said  you  got  to  sleep  with  your  ball  and  chain  on  -  is  that  true?  (R)  No, 
he's  just  teasing  you.  (M)  I  guess  those  police  are  mean  down  there  -  they 
made  mom  take  her  clothes  off;  why  did  they  do  that?  (R):  I  better  talk  to 
mom  again  Mikie.  I  love  you.  (M)  I  love  you  too,  Dad. 
(phone  crashe  to  the  floor  again  and  then  Cathy  resumes  the  conversation) 


...1ATER  IN  THE  CONVERSATION 

...(C):  T'irry  I  took  Soliong;  the  kids  are  eating  now.  (R):  Good.  Can  you  come 
down  next  weekend?  (C):  Are  you  kidding;  that  stupid  car  cuoldn't  make  it  down 
town.  I  think  the  carurator  has  a  short  in  it;  it  keeps  sputtering.  Besides  I'm 
broke.  I  had  to  pay  for  the  kids  class  pictures  this  week  -  just  barely  got 
enough  for  groceries,  (the  conversation  continues  -  Cathy's  job,  Ralph's  parents 
helping  out,  food  stamps,  etc.)  What  should  we  do  about  Debbie's  braces?  (R): 
What  can  I  say,  except  I  love  you.  (C)  I  Love  you  too. 

And  onthat  happy  note  we  will  terminate  your  phone  call. 
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by  LEN  STANG 


Lip  Service 


All  of  a  sudden  the  newspapers  are  once 
again  filled  with  headlines  such  as:  "State  To 
Build  Five  New  Prisons",  "Taxes  Raised  For  Pri- 
son System",  and  "Prisons  Overcrowded;  More 
Needed". 

Yet,  it  has  been  only  a  few  years  when 
the  stories  in  the  daily  papers  and  the  even- 
ing TV  news  was  concerned  with  the  implementing 
of  alternatives  to  imprisonment.  Studies  and 
statistics  showed  that  a  better  purpose  would 
be  served,  tax-payer's  money  would  be  saved, 
and  benefits  would  be  distributed  to  one  and 
all. 

So  what  has  happened  between  now  and  then; 
was  all  that  rhetoric  just  so  much  hot  air  de- 
signed to  impress  somebody?  Lip  service  to  some 
good  good  ideas,  and  a  fall-back  to  the  old 
standby:  build  more  prisons. 

Recently,  Orville  Pung,  Minnesota  Comm- 
issioner of  Corrections  stated:  "I  maintain 
if  we  build  five  more  prisons  in  Minnesota, 
crime  isn't  going  to  be  effected  that  damn 
much.  I  think  we  all  know  that.  Unless  some- 
one can  show  me  one  example  where  incarceration 
was  heavily  used  and  more  prisons  were  built 
where  crime  did  in  fact  go  down  in  porportion, 
to  some  other  control  group,  I'd  be  interested 
to  see  the  study.  I've  never  seen  one.  I  don't 
see  any  connection,  in  Fact."  Pung  added  that 
Minnesota  on  a  well-run  parole  system  and  a 
system  of  determinate  sentencing  instead  of 
building  more  prisons. 

The  fact  that  a  parole  system  is  in  place 
does  not  guarantee  that  that  particular  system 
will  operate  efficiently  and  effectively.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  rules  for  parolees  must  be 
established  and  enforced  but  there  are  times 
when  the  "letter"  of  the  rule  takes  precedent 
over  the  "spirit".  As  a  result  the  parolee  be- 
comes an  inmate  once  again,  adding  to  the  prison 
overcrowding  and  additional  expense  to  the  tax- 
payer. Paul  Comiskey,  reporting  in  the  California 
Prisoner  stated  that  only  20  percent  of  the  8,000 
parolees  returned  to  California  prisons  as  of 
October  20,  1985,  were  doing  time  for  a  new  com- 
mitment offense,  while  80  percent  were  doing 
time  for  technical  violations,  some  serious  but 
many  were  petty  or  accidental.  This  is  another 
example  of  original  good  intentions,  through 
the  parole  system,  being  sidetracked  by  poor 
judgement. 

There  are  times  when  the  system  is  sabotaged 
from  the  very  top.  In  California  during  1976, 
parole  was  reduced  to  one  year  for  a  determinatly 
sentenced  prisoner  and  three  years  for  an  inde- 
terminately sentenced  prisoner.  If  parole  was 
revoked,  the  term  of  revocation  was  limited  to 


six  months  and  one  year  respectively.  Then  cam* 
the  recent  "lock 'em  up"  barrage  generated  by 
news  media  and  certain  lobbying  groups.  The 
pressure  succeeded  and  parole  was  changed  to  3 
years  for  a  determinately  sentenced  prisoner 
and  five  years  for  a  indeterminately  sentencec 
prisoner.  As  Comiskey  pointed  out,  revocations 
were  now  for  one  year  and  one  revocation  could 
follow  another  so  that  the  entire  period  of 
parole  could  be  spent  in  prison.  Another  case 
of  a  system  that  was  working  well  -  to  well  - 
so  it  was  discarded. 

Some  states,  such  as  Minnisota,  are  making 
their  system  of  probation,  parole  and  sentence 
ing  work;  this  includes  alternatives  to  prison, 
such  as  restitution,  community  service  and 
fines.  In  most  cases,  however,  these  alterna- 
tives are  merely  given  lip  service  -  a  handout 
to  the  press  or  an  appearance  on  a  talk  show  - 
and  then  forgotten.  Almost  just  as  bad,  a  high 
official  will  appoint  a  study  group  to  invest- 
igate the  pros  and  cons  of  alternatives  to  in- 
carceration; the  group  is  never  heard  from  a- 
gain.  And  the  public  says:  "Who  cares?" 

An  excellent  example  of  good  intentions 
gone  astray  appeared  in  a  recent  addition  of 
The  Link,  the  prison  newspaper  for  the  Kinross 
Correctional  Facility  located  in  Kinchelo,  Mich 
An  article  reported  on  the  findings  of  45-day 
investigation  by  the  Michigan  House  (Represent- 
atives) Standing  Committee  on  Corrections. 
Among  the  recommendations  by  the  committee  were 
Increase  staffing  for  better  supervision  in 
halfway  houses;  provide  that  all  prisoners  Par- 
ticipate in  the  halfway  house  program  for  the 
last  one-third  of  their  sentence  not  to  exceed 
one  year;  create  a  funding  mechanism  through 
which  local  units  of  government  are  provided 
financial  assistance  to  develope  and  operate 
local  alternatives  to  prisons;  increase  parole 
supervision.  Then  a  commentary  says  in  part: 
"Perhaps  this  continuing  attention  from  the  leg-i 
islature  and  the  news  media  will  result  in  a 
substantial  increase  in  funding  for  valuable 
programms  such  as  the  state's  halfway  house  pro-< 
gram." 

Then  the  spokesman  for  the  committee  comp- 
letely erases  all  of  the  above  positive  inten- 
tions and  falls  back  on  the  same  negative  and 
costly  remedy  by  saying:  "Perhaps  now  we  can 
convince  the  citizens  of  Michigan  that  they 
can  no  longer  drag  their  feet  on  aquisition  of 
prison  sites.  The  governor  and  the  legislature 
have. initiated  a  massive  prison  construction 
program  to  deal  with  this  problem.  Now  citizens 
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Tn  sports  the  boxing  season  came  to  a 
close  this  past  month.  The  boxers  who  par- 
ticipated from  MSP  did  very  well  on  all  of 
the  cards  that  were  held.  Of  course  many 
thanks  goes  out  to  many  people  for  putting 
on  the  smokers. 

We  covered  the  fights  in  our  weekly 
fiiSr    but  individual  fighters  were  not  men- 
tioned as  far  as  how  well  they  did  and  how 
hard  some  of  them  tried.  In  my  estimation 
Randy  Chandler  fought  one  of  the  best  boughts 
in  memory  here  at  MSP  in  stopping  Rrien 
Guelff,  a  very  tough  fighter  out  of  the 
Stevensville  camp  who  had  quite  afew  more 
.fights  than  Randy.  Some  praise  also  goes 
.out  to  Frank  Red  Thunder  for  showing  the 
•class  he  did  during  the  year. 

All  of  our  fighters  did  well  this  year. 
It  was  a  new  experience  for  some  of  the 
younger  ones  but  they  still  held  there  own. 
(Yes  even  Eric  Ryers  won  one) 

We  have  to  thank  Rurt  Solle  for  his 
efforts  in  arranging  the  cards,  and  I'm 
sure  the  fighters  would  like  to  thank  Gus 
Gardener,  and  Paul  Bad  Horse  for  the  ex- 
pert training  and  advice  they  got  from 
two  veterans.  Also  Gary  Radi  did  a  fair 
job  of  doing  the  ref  work. 

Some  of  the  teams  that  came  into  to 
participate  in  the  smokers  were  teams  from 
Billings,  Great  Falls,  Stevenville,  Roze- 
man,  Kicking  Horse  Job  Corps,  Swan  River, 
and  Deer  Lodge. 

BASKETBALL 

The  basketball  season  this  year  was 
highlighted  in  the  middle  of  the  season  by 
a  Close-Letter  Unit  Allstar  game.  The  much 
taller  Letter  Unit  team  won  the  contest  99- 
85.  Rusty  Loring,  another  one  of  those  fine 
Browning  players  captured  MVP  honors  in  the 
game.  Rusty  scored  34  points  and  pulled  down 
10  rebounds  in  the  game. 

The  season  ending  tournament  for  the 
close  units  was  just  recently  completed  this 
past  week.  Team  #1  won  the  championship  in 
an  undefeated  tournament  record  of  3-0.  I 
do  not  have  all  the  scores  of  the  games  but 
in  the  future  I  will  have  all  the  scores  and 
statistics  of  the  games  from  both  Letter  and 
Close  units  listed  on  the  back  of  the  flier. 

At  press  time  the  tournament  for  the 
Letter  Unit  side  was  still  taking  place  so 
I  can't  list  who  won  their  tournament  yet. 


That  will  also  be  in  a  future  issue  of 
the  flier. 

On  the  Close  Unit  side  the  players 
for  the  Championship  team  consited  of 
Ed  Mulner,  Dave  Oppelt,  Ray  Lafienere, 
Bo  Wing,  Jim  Hickey,  Kenny  Burl  and,  and 
Steve  Elliot.  In  the  tile  game  Oppelt 
had  32  pts.,  and  Mulner  29  to  lead  the 
offense. 

Team  #4  took  2nd  place  and  were 
led  by  Myron  Faraasen,  and  Steve  Gone. 
Team  #4  finished  the  tourney  with  a  re- 
cord of  2-2. 

During  the  league  schedule  Team#l 
was  the  class  of  the  league  with  a  re- 
cord of  13-1.  The  other  3  teams  were 
pretty  evenly  matched.  Top  scorers  in 
league  play  were  Mulner  with  a  32  pt. 
average.  Murphy  finished  behind  the 
Mule  with  an  average  of  27  plus  pts.  a 
game.  The  top  individual  scoring  output 
for  one  game  was  by  Archie  LaVallie  who 
scored  a  devastating  62  pts.  in  one  game 

Although  I  didn't  get  to  cover  the 
games  for  the  Letter  Unit  side  I  know 
that  with  the  number  of  people  on  that 
side  it  has  superior  talent.  Rusty  Lor- 
ing, Pete  Sandcrane,  Greg  Carpenter, 
Heath,  Tom  Redman,  Brookfeild,  Anderson, 
and  others  are  all  good  players  on  the 
Letter  Unit  side. 

That  is  about  all  the  sports  I  can 
cover  this  time.  I  will  cover  the  next 
power  meet  that  is  scheduled  for  this 
coming  month. 


LIP  SERVICE 

must  act  responsibly  in  allowing  the  state  to 

build  new  prisons  in  their  communities 

Many  recommendations  will  result  in  the  need 
for  even  more  prison  housing  than  already 
planned."  In  effect  saying:  The  recommandations 
from  the  committee  were  great  -  but  let's  fall 
back  on  warehousing.  The  editor  of  the  paper 
added  his  own  appropriate  comment:  "Who's 
kidding  who?" 
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ONE  YEAR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  SIBERIAN  EXPRESS 
NAME 


STATE 


ZIP 


The  Siberian  Express  is  published  six 
times  per  year  and  distributed  free  to 
prisoners  of  the  Montana  State  Prison.  If 
you  are  interested  in  subscribing  to  the 
Siberian  Express  you  may  do  so  at  the 
following  rate: 


6  Months $1.50 

12  Months $3.00 
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